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A rambling clifftop villa has been lovingly restored
with a modern touch for an Auckland family
Text by LeafAnn Yare Photography By Larnie Nicolson.
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ha Sarin family's pumey to

satiling in this large, clagant
house kaoking over Auckland =
Wasthaven Marina has inchuded a fow
datoura and different addraseas In thres
countries. Criginally from [ndia, the family
migratad to Avstralia m 1990 hatora
moving to Wellington eight years latar
Alter 12 years I the capital, BEaman
and Ann mored to Auncklasd when thaeir
aldent son Udal headed north tor work
*Wallington is a lovely city, and it's casy
L et around, but Auckland has hartar
wreather " langhs Haman.
I thelr aearch tor a naw addrass
Ao spent a waoak in Auckland axplonng
henes that Arted the coaple’s criterta
until she had a shortlist ready to showr
the reat of the tamily, & real astate agent

meanticnad thi= lange willa n 5t Marys Bay,
describing it as “oozing potential” as it
naaded some sarions work
“%Wa had looked at so many houses

wiithout finding the perdect one,” aays
Baman, *so, with nothing to lose, wa
haaded off (o aae it °

‘Huge' was hardly a big ancugh word
13 dezeriba the houwsa — all 558 aguare
maotres of it with two layars of wrap-
around verandas. Trass on the saction
blocked any chance of a glimpse of
Wagthaven Marina below but there was
potential for a harbowr viow

Alao, the ouas ad an vanwawal Lagoat,
writh tiny bedrooms and a small kitchen,
e four Heimg areas and an snormnasas
dining rocm. But Udai and Anu loved the
feal of the old place. They just had to

convinees Haman and poungeat son Sachin
who wraren't so cortain.

Gradually, Wdal and Anu talkad the
agthers into buying, pointing out that 5t
Marys Bay 1= a lovely area, and that the
proparty’s adjoining saction was a bomus.

They admit they did heaitate when
their architect Philip Jones told them
the cost of tenowating tha hovze "It
was a lot more that we axpacted,” =ays
Raman, *Bul thara was no golng bach,
wo decided to go for it, but we had to be
senaible with spsmdimg. ©

Rencvations incledad the
craation of thres large bedreoms with
witlk-in wardrobes and an indepandant, yot
conmected, studis apartment downstans for
Udai. Tha living areas were openaed up to
craata aasy 1o fiem poom To Tt

Top left The Sarire hawe adopted an understated cofour paletie in the glamcroes lunpe, but branched out with dazzling chmndelisrs and patierns in the firnisheng
senctiles. Top right Raman and dnu lpved 1he new leadlght window 5o much that ey used it as insgimron For M mastof 1he home's decor,
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WHO LIVES
HERE?

Raman Sarin and his wils Anu Sarn
conpaEyy directors) woaes Uhdal, 24
hotal managar) and Sachkin, 12

Where iz it? 5t Marys Bay, Auwchkilamd

W love Uvlng heare bhecanse

Baman: 51 Marys Bay is a great central

satbiirh, wilh sasy proximily o the cily,
Pandonby rasrtauians and shoppiag

Anid and § love ol Walks around
asthsrran Marnma, gool wina ared g

BewW Afd varisd culsinss

One piece of advice we would give to
papls embarking on a hugs reaavaticn

i 1o budget well, inchading both finance
aticl thme. Ous baidget alsost denibled

from start to finesh, but today wea can say
confedsnily it has basn monsy veell npont
And what was expactad to take thres

1o Jour months look nises months with
fmihm] Wouehoen sl ehgang

Almost everything from our previous
hogne. .. e W oo an 16 dkd ot oomplsnsng
the styls of this home. We shopped at
St & Coavghey's, Design [talla Eirkcakdis
& Staims Mercaiini, and have brought scemne
flems such a8 bed linen back from ovarsear
In the future we would like to.. . wark on
thie landscaping and possibly includs &
Barbacia aras and a swimnlng ool

Rl acning mhieg and
beipes, oombined mith
INCAMEETING Throws

and LIPS, Can orete 3
warmily Fvliing space




“Omae thing Fhilip disliked wras the
original omate lasdlaght wimdow by tha

main stairwrall " Raman savs “Fe tald

us it hed togo. At the tima | wasn't sure
Bt tlee mew leadlight wincdow deskpoesd
by Ben Hanly and Suzanne Johnsen fram

Crlassveorks = the showgiece of thes house.”

Using tha window as inspiration for tha
homae's desor, the soupls chose warm pale
gald tones and matallic sihrar to contrast
wilh the dask thnber Dooriig.

As rancvations prograssed, Raman
ared An enli=ted misrbor desigaer Flelen
Wileodk from Daesign Spac to craata
thelr dream interior. “Helsn devisad a
mastarplan and took our ideas for & nica
open-plan modern bome, turning them
into a baautiful simpla hama with & wowe
factor,” says Anu

The coupgle smployve:d a lighting desicme:
to draw up a comprehensia plan for thadr
remodsled homes, Task-specific Bghting
was fittad in araas such as tha kitchan
aboive the benchiogs, and Ove striking
chandabars in diffarant styles wara
ingtallsd, sati=lving RBaman and Anu's lova
of crystal and glass

The elsgant kitchen [=atures the warmth
of wond contrastad with Conan surfacas
aiwd Elainless stesl appliances. Helsi
warked with & kitchan spacialist to sansura
that, as well a= looking good, the spaces
funictions wall

“The ventilation systam thal has
bean installad is as powarful as that of &
restaurant kilchen, so no matter whal [ood
i cooking the house won't small of fosd,®
Famal says.

INFORM

& If wou are using an
Interiar designaer, give as
march information 2 vou
can about what wou Hka
and the llastyls o want.
Ensure you are clear about
wour Bodget and wiiat =
important to you and your
fambly, “Halsn delivered &
rasult that surpas=ad our
expectations of what could
ba achipvad,” Ann says.

The [ormal lving moom's o koomy
burgundy colour was replacad with sibear
and pals gokl wallpapear, a look that is
rapaatad upstairs in the master badroom,
althunugh in a sByhtly dilferent paliearmn

With council parmission, trass on the
seclion ware Lritnmed Lo reveal the view
Howr tha family can enjoy axpansiva
views of the marina and Aucklamsd Harboue
Bridga, "It i= braathtaking at might,
we cerlainid made the right decision.”
Rarman sayvs

“This hous=e gives a oliday [eel all year
round. The only nogativa aspact b living in
A big houses i= tlat thers s a ot of cleaniog
to do,  ha laughs. © Apart from that, wa
love cuir naw home in Auckland

=# Fins cut how thay got tha ook on PAGE 168,

Top left & shunning set of elegant drawvers can be the focal pord in a mom, as seen here in the masoer bedroom an the upper level, Top Fight Maiching the sibeer hues of
the drawess, Florence roadhuest wallpaper pives the master Bed ioom s souch of high-=nad hoel suite syling,

330 oot Hame b eprclen
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